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“FROM THE GROUND UP” 
By Senator Dan Zumbach 

Week 11 
 

This has been one of the busiest weeks of this session.  Some of the most IMPORTANT bills 
that come before the Senate each year came into play this week. 
 
The education reform bill was debated for several hours and ended up passing late in the day.  As 
it leaves the Senate, it has a low probability of passing in the House of Representatives.  I do 
believe that it will go to a conference committee and be ironed out with concepts from both sides 
of the aisle.  As I have said before, we all need patience now. 
 
The other big bill that passed was the Medicaid bill.  In all likelihood this bill, similar to the 
education reform bill, will also go to conference committee.  I feel fortunate we have this last 
resort system to get to the end result.  When this session is over we will have quality health care 
and fantastic education systems available to the people, and yes, they will need to be improved as 
time goes on. 
 
Also this week I was one of twelve freshmen Senators in charge of putting on an evening dinner 
for the entire Senate.  I want to take this time to thank my wife, Michelle, for spearheading the 
meal.  Tom and Terri Ford (Lamont), Dale and Shirley Manternach (Manchester), and Jerome 
and Mary Kay Ries along with Michelle all drove to Des Moines to provide an enjoyable 
evening for all.  The menu included all Iowa-based food and beverages. 
 
I would like to give a special thank you to Duane Philgreen.  Duane brought a group of senior 
vocalists from the West Delaware School Music Department to entertain us.  The audience was 
in awe and literally gave us goose bumps with their rendition of our National anthem.  I get chills 
as I think of it again. 
 
I am always happy to hear from you.  Please forward my newsletter to your friends.  The Senate 
phone number is 515-281-3371.  My email address is dan.zumbach@legis.iowa.gov. 
 
Respectfully, 
Senator Dan Zumbach 
Honorably serving District 48 
 


