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“FROM THE GROUND UP” 
By Senator Dan Zumbach 

Week 15 
 
 
This report culminates an interesting week in the Senate.  In the scope of a legislator, the 
framework for 2013 is done.  Hundreds of bills have been through the system.  Some of them 
deleted parts of the Code, some were added to the Iowa code, and some simply corrected 
language that did not fit the intent.  With this being said the “micro management: of several 
appropriation bills is now happening. 
 
The education bill continues to be wrestled with in conference committee.  I am sure our school 
superintendents are shaking their heads back and forth anticipating a result.  I certainly hope for 
an answer today, but it looks like we will have to wait another week.  There is a great offer on 
the table, good reform, flexibility, and eight percent more money over two years.  I pray the 
conference committee doesn’t squander these valuable resources for our schools. 
 
Other appropriation bills are also in conference committee, and I expect results soon.  Hopefully 
next week I can give details. 
 
Lake Delhi residents can walk with their heads held high.  Governor Branstad signed the dam 
reconstruction bill Wednesday evening, which will allow the dam to be reconstructed at the same 
height it was before the breach.  The bill was a technical correction in language that needed to 
happen.  I expect the economy in District 48 to pick up substantially.  Property owners along the 
Maquoketa River can feel good about making repairs and spending time on the water.  The 850 
homes that call Lake Delhi their back yard, can now help the schools and the counties in the area 
take care of business by adding to the tax base. They no longer will be a liability to the 
community. 
 
I am always happy to hear from you.  Please forward my newsletter to your friends.  The Senate 
phone number is 515-281-3371.  My email address is dan.zumbach@legis.iowa.gov. 
 
Respectfully 
Senator Dan Zumbach 
Honorably serving District 48 
 


