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“FROM THE GROUND UP” 
By Senator Dan Zumbach 

Week 12 
 
The legislation process in Des Moines is moving faster.  Two high profile bills for our district 
passed in the Senate on Wednesday. 
 
First, the Education Reform bill passed on the Senate floor by 26 to 24.  This bill has taken on 
many forms over the last three months.  Originally it started in the House of Representatives, was 
debated and passed, and then moved to the Senate.  The Senate scrapped that version and started 
their own, passed it out of the Senate and sent it back to the House of Representatives.  The 
House dropped the new Senate version, rewrote their own version again and sent their new 
revision back to the Senate.  Again, the Senate dropped the House version, rewrote their own and 
sent the second Senate version back to the House. The House will now call a Conference 
Committee from both chambers to decide how the education reform bill will ultimately end up.  
It reminded me of watching a slow-paced ping pong game. 
 
Ultimately, our schools, teachers, and children are left waiting for the new structure that will be 
used for Iowa schools.  I am confident there will be great parts of the new school reform bill and 
also parts we will need to improve.  All legislators are attempting to provide quality, effective, 
available, and efficient education. 
 
The second bill I want to comment on is the Lake Delhi Dam Technical Correction bill.  I will 
try to condense this as much as possible.  DNR attorneys came up with a definition of the height 
of the dam as the top of the road.  In reality, the height of the dam is the height of the water.  A 
bill making a correction in language has now passed out of committee and will be debated on the 
Senate floor soon.  I will continue to do my best to bring home good news for our district. 
 
Next week I will have news on the corn grower bill. 
 
I am always happy to hear from you.  Please forward my newsletter to your friends.  The Senate 
phone number is 515-281-3371.  My email address is dan.zumbach@legis.iowa.gov. 
 
Respectfully, 
Senator Dan Zumbach 
Honorably serving District 48 


