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“FROM THE GROUND UP” 
By Senator Dan Zumbach 

Week 9 
 

Lots of action occurred in the Senate this week.  We voted on more than 50 bills in just three 
days.  Some very successful decisions were made this week depending on your perspective, of 
course.  A two year contract was negotiated with AFSCME (government worker union) for more 
than 20,000 employees.  The arbiter’s decision will save $94 million for state taxpayers 
compared to previous contracts.  On the other side, I would like to see state employees pay a 
percentage of their health insurance similar to most Iowans.  It is a wonderful benefit for state 
employees, but it is financed on the backs of all other Iowans.   
 
This week I had the honor of hosting several members of District 48 at the Capitol.  County 
employees shared their thoughts and concerns with me on Wednesday.  I always appreciate 
getting first-hand information from home.   The Manchester Good to Great Committee visited 
the Capitol and shared their commitment to Improving Delaware County with Representative 
Hein and myself.   
 
Thursday, I was honored to have the Maquoketa Valley Senior Class visit Des Moines.  This 
fantastic group of young adults toured the Capitol and asked questions about state government.  
It is wonderful to see the youth of our communities get involved in the responsibilities of our 
state. 
 
Once again, the Senate Democrats have not brought up the education bill for discussion.  All the 
schools in our state are behind the eight ball on setting their budgets because they have not 
received any indication from us on where their resources will be.  I understand how stressful this 
is for the staffs of our schools.  I’m looking for patience myself. 
 
Next week I hope I have new information on education, Lake Delhi, and tax reform. 
 
I am always happy to hear from you.  Please forward my newsletter to your friends.  The Senate 
phone number is 515-281-3371.  My email address is dan.zumbach@legis.iowa.gov. 
 
Respectfully 
Senator Dan Zumbach 
Honorably serving District 48 



 
  
 
   


