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One of the backbones of our Iowa communities is the people who devote countless hours making 
a difference through their volunteer efforts. Volunteers are the folks everyone in town calls when 
achieving a goal must be accomplished. Whether it’s leading a fundraising effort for a downtown 
bandstand, organizing a food drive or making phone calls for a community project, our 
volunteers play a valuable role in making Iowa great.  

This week, it was an honor to watch one of these devoted volunteers from my Senate district 
inducted into the Iowa Volunteer Hall of Fame. I was very proud to be in attendance when 
Lamoni’s Shirley Kessel was honored by Governor Terry Branstad at the State Capitol. I want to 
thank Shirley for all her countless hours she devotes to Lamoni and Decatur County as well as 
the thousands of Iowa volunteers who make our communities flourish and shine. 

Another fixture we rely upon in our communities is our family farmers. Our ag community also 
helps our cities, counties and state grow and prosper. Working a family farm with my husband 
and three sons, I understand the importance of agriculture to our state and citizens. Our ag 
community also comprehends the significance of volunteer practices. 

The livelihood of Iowa farmers depends on responsible land stewardship, and they have excellent 
practices in place to ensure we retain soil nutrients and protect waterways.  They voluntarily put 
into place science-based solutions to maintain Iowa’s agricultural heritage. Because of their 
efforts, Iowans have greater control over land issues like nutrient reduction. It also discourages 
the federal government from coming into the state and overregulating our businesses and 
agricultural practices.  Iowa’s agriculture-driven economy will continue to thrive as we develop 
innovative solutions to deal with our problems. 



The Watershed Task Force, created in 2011, called upon the 12 states along the Mississippi 
River to develop their own nutrient reduction strategy. Iowa’s nutrient reduction strategy is the 
first time an integrated approach involving both point and nonpoint sources has been attempted. 
Iowa is only the second state to complete a statewide nutrient reduction strategy.  Iowa’s 
commitment to responsible land stewardship and original responses to problems will keep Iowa’s 
economy strong. 

It was great visiting with many Farm Bureau members this week from my district about 
agriculture policies and their passions when it comes to responsible land stewardship. 

I always look forward to hearing from you. Please feel free to contact me at 
amy.sinclair@legis.iowa.gov. You can also join me for a local forum in your county. 

Forums: 

Friday February 22:  
10:00 a.m., Decatur County Legislative forum, Leon Community Center 
12:00 p.m., Clarke County Legislative forum, Lakeside Convention Center 

 


