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Week 17  
 
Week seventeen is coming to an end with still no reports in from the conference committees that are working.  
The big issues this year are education reform, Medicaid expansion, property tax reduction, and mental health 
redesign.  Everything else seems to be held hostage by these issues.  They drive the overall budget in the end 
and dictate the funding available for other issues after they are agreed to by both chambers.   
 
We started this week’s floor action on Tuesday so that committees could work on Monday.  We ended this 
week on Wednesday evening so committees can work on Thursday and Friday.  Next week floor debate is 
supposed to start on Tuesday so committees can work on Monday again.  That leaves most legislators and 
Iowans to wonder, will our bill get time on the floor to be made into law this year or not? 
 
Issues that seem to have lost traction are: the can redemption bill, stray voltage, farm liability, and a gas tax 
increase.  They are all at the mercy of leadership in the House and Senate.  The leadership is predicting that next 
week will be the last week of this session.  Any bills that are not acted upon will still be eligible in next year’s 
second session of the 85th General Assembly. 
 
This week Senate Republicans offered a common sense solution to voter fraud in Iowa.  The amendment 
offered by Senate Republicans requires a person to provide proof of identity to a precinct election official on 
Election Day before being allowed to vote.  For example, it allows students to use their school ID as long as it 
bears an expiration date.  The legislation lays out alternatives to the photo ID option, allowing voters to bring 
someone with a photo ID to attest to their identity to a precinct election official on Election Day.   
 
Further, voters may vote provisionally on Election Day, if they do not have the proper documentation. The 
person casting a provisional ballot completes a statement of validity and an acceptable form of identification 
must be presented before the ballot is counted. The bill maintains current law allowing voter registration on 
Election Day, or in person, when voting early, provided they establish proof of identity and proof of residency. 
 
Voter ID measures are meant to provide Iowans with greater confidence in casting their vote. Voter fraud in 
Iowa is a growing concern and has the potential to skew election results and damage the integrity of our election 
system.  Senate Republicans believe any amount of voter fraud is unacceptable and should be stopped.  Iowa 
voters recognize the value of having a fair and protected election system in place that allows citizens to cast 
their ballot without worry.   
 
Senate Republicans are committed to strengthening our election process and providing Iowans a protected 
voting system in which every vote counts. The voting process in Iowa is too important to not have a voter ID 
measure in place and this voter ID legislation would have been a common sense solution to the problem.  This 
legislation failed along party lines. 
 
Senator Mark Segebart 
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