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by Senator Joni Ernst 
 
District 12 
 
 
Representing Fremont, Mills, Montgomery, Page, Ringgold, and Taylor Counties  
 
  
This Week- February 18th – 21st    
 
Nutrient Reduction Strategy in Iowa 
 
Nutrient reduction strategy has been a much-discussed topic this past week at the 
Capitol building.  I was pleased to see many of my local Farm Bureau representatives 
and US Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack on Tuesday.  All were positively endorsing 
Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey’s implementation plan for nutrient reduction. 
 
The livelihood of Iowa farmers depends on responsible land stewardship, and Iowa has 
excellent practices in place to ensure we retain soil nutrients and protect waterways.  
These practices allow Iowans greater control over land issues like nutrient reduction, 
and discourage the federal government from coming into the state and overregulating 
our businesses and agricultural practices.  Iowa’s agriculture-driven economy will 
continue to thrive as we develop innovative solutions to deal with our problems. 
 
In 2011, the Watershed Task Force called upon the 12 states along the Mississippi 
River to develop their own nutrient reduction strategy.  Working together, the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, and the Iowa State University College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
developed a proposed strategy. 
 
The Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy is a science and technology-based framework 
that was designed to assess and reduce nutrients in Iowa waters and the Gulf of 
Mexico.  It involves reducing both nitrogen & phosphorus loading to the Gulf of Mexico 
by 45 percent following the recommended framework provided by the Environmental 
Protection Agency.  The strategy encourages voluntary efforts to reduce nutrients in 
surface water from both point and nonpoint sources in a scientific, reasonable, and cost-
effective manner. 
  
Iowa’s nutrient reduction strategy is the first time an integrated approach involving both 
point and nonpoint sources has been attempted, and Iowa is only the second state to 
complete a statewide nutrient reduction strategy.  Iowa’s commitment to responsible 
land stewardship and original responses to problems will keep Iowa’s economy strong. 
 
I continue to appreciate your support and as always, I welcome your questions and 
concerns regarding any issue. Please contact me using any of the information below. 



 
You can follow me on Facebook for updates, just “like” Ernst for State Senate or visit my 
website at www.JoniErnst.com! 
 
Senator Joni Ernst 
Joni.ernst@legis.iowa.gov 
515-281-3371 
 
Forum Schedule 
February 22: 7:00 a.m., City Council Room, Lenox 
February 23: 8:00 a.m., Bricker Room, Emergency Center, Shenandoah 
  10:00 a.m., Glenn Miller Birthplace Museum, Clarinda 
  1:00 p.m., Extension Office, Mt. Ayr 
March 9: 9:00 a.m., City Hall, Glenwood 
 
 


