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Protecting the Integrity of Iowa’s Elections 
 
As a former county commissioner of elections, election integrity is extremely important 
to me, and it should be to you.  Elections in recent history at the state and federal level 
have been won by as few as 1 and 2 votes.  Allowing ineligible persons to cast a ballot 
in Iowa elections is unacceptable. 
 
This week my colleagues and I offered a common sense solution to voter fraud in Iowa.  
I co-sponsored and floor-managed an amendment offered to the standings bill requiring 
a person to provide proof of identity to a precinct election official on Election Day before 
being allowed to vote.  For example, it allows students to use their school ID as long as 
it bears an expiration date.  The legislation lays out alternatives to the photo ID option, 
allowing voters to bring someone with a photo ID to attest to their identity to a precinct 
election official on Election Day.   
 
Further, voters may vote provisionally on Election Day, if they do not have the proper 
documentation. The person casting a provisional ballot completes a statement of validity 
and an acceptable form of identification must be presented before the ballot is counted. 
The bill maintains current law allowing voter registration on Election Day, or in person, 
when voting early, provided they establish proof of identity and proof of residency. 
 
Voter ID measures are meant to provide Iowans with greater confidence in casting their 
vote. Voter fraud in Iowa is a growing concern and has the potential to skew election 
results and damage the integrity of our election system.  I believe any amount of voter 
fraud is unacceptable and should be stopped.  Our voters recognize the value of having 
a fair and protected election system in place that allows citizens to cast their ballot 
without worry.   
 
My colleagues and I are committed to strengthening our election process and providing 
Iowans a protected voting system in which every vote counts. Senate Democrats are 
not concerned with the integrity of Iowa’s election system as evidenced by the fact this 
legislation was voted down along party lines, even when we included alternatives to the 
photo identification requirement.  The voting process in Iowa is too important to not 



have a voter ID measure in place and voter ID legislation is a common sense solution to 
the problem. 
 
I continue to appreciate your support and as always, I welcome your questions and 
concerns regarding any issue. Please contact me using any of the information below. 
 
You can follow me on Facebook for updates, just “like” Ernst for State Senate or visit my 
website at www.JoniErnst.com! 
 
Senator Joni Ernst 
joni.ernst@legis.iowa.gov 
515-281-3371 
 
 


