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The Anderson Report 

For the second year in a row I proposed a bill that would provide a common sense solution to the infrastructure 
troubles we continue to see across the state.  Senate File 5 proposes the creation of a Critical Needs Fund that 
would be overseen by the Department of Transportation.  This fund would use part of the over collection of 
taxes, no greater than $100 million, to address roads and bridges in critical need of repair.  The creation of this 
fund provides another option to address our critical infrastructure needs.  The fund would be used to repair 
bridges and roads in the state.  A set of criteria would be established that would give the guidelines for replacing 
a road/bridge that is in “critical need.”  We must explore all avenues to find the best solution to address our 
infrastructure needs.  At a time when Iowans are taxed too much, we as elected officials should become more 
innovative in our approach rather then just raising another tax.  

The Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy is another topic being discussed in Des Moines. The strategy is a science 
and technology-based framework that was designed to assess and reduce nutrients in Iowa waters and the Gulf 
of Mexico in a cost effective and responsible manner. 

This is a very important topic as we make strides in preserving the environment, while keeping the best interest 
of our area farmers in mind. Agriculture has always been a large part of the Iowa economy. Because of that, it is 
important that we provide responsible solutions while still allowing Iowa’s farmers to prosper. 

The Iowa strategy outlines an approach for reducing nutrient loads discharged from the state’s largest 
wastewater treatment plants, in combination with targeted practices designed to reduce loads from sources such 
as farm fields.   This is the first time in the Iowa’s history that such an integrated approach involving both point 
sources and non-point sources has been attempted. 

In 2011, the Watershed Task Force called upon the 12 states along the Mississippi River to develop their own 
nutrient reduction strategy.  The strategy involves reducing both nitrogen and phosphorus loading to the Gulf of 
Mexico by 45 percent. Iowa has emerged a leader, becoming one of the only two states to have a strategy in 
place.  Taking proactive steps to retain soil nutrients and protect waterways will benefit everyone for years to 
come.  The steps we take now will also prevent the federal government from coming into the state and 
overregulating our businesses and agricultural practices when it comes to soil and water nutrient levels.  Iowa 
has good practices in place and land stewardship is taken very seriously.  The livelihood of Iowa farmers 
depends upon responsible land stewardship. 

This past week I lost my grandmother, Jan Royer of Kingsley, Iowa, after a brief illness. Grandma was a special 
lady, as I'm sure many of you can relate when it comes to your grandmother. She and Grandpa Dean were 
married for nearly 22 years. They were both widowed in the late 1980s and had grown children. While we were 
Grandma Jan's adopted family, she loved us as her own. I am so thankful that the Lord blessed me with such a 
wonderful grandmother. Rest in Peace, Grandma. 



As we wrap up the sixth week of the 85th General Assembly, I want to encourage each of you to feel free to 
contact me with your questions, comments and ideas.  I have several forums scheduled this session.  This is an 
important part of participatory democracy; I need to hear from you.  I can also be reached by phone at 712-898-
2505 or email at bill.anderson@legis.iowa.gov.  I look forward to seeing you back home. 

 

Saturday, March 9 

9:00AM – 10:00AM – Hinton Town Hall – Community Center, 205 West Main, 712-947-4229 

10:00AM – 11:30AM – Le Mars Town Hall – Habitue, 108 Central Ave NE, 712-546-4424 

12:00PM – 1:00PM – Akron Town Hall – Library, 350 Reed Street, 712-568-2601 

Friday, March 15 

10:00AM – 11:00AM – Moville Town Hall – Fire Station, 24 W Main St, (712) 873-3201  

11:30AM – 12:30PM – Pierson Town Hall – Community Center, 514 2nd St, 712-375-5015 

 


