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The Anderson Report 

Thank you for the honor of representing you in the Iowa Senate.  Please feel free to contact me with your 
questions, comments and ideas. You can reach me at 712-898-2505 or email to 
bill.anderson@legis.iowa.gov. 
 
A couple months ago Senate Democrats and House Republicans both released their spending targets for FY 
2014.  These targets provide a framework for the formulation of each chambers’ budgets.   

House Republican budget targets provided spending of $6.4 billion, an increase of $187 million (3%) over 
last year’s budget.  This budget is sustainable and spends less money than the State takes in on an ongoing 
basis. 

In contrast, Senate Democrat budget targets provided spending of $6.9 billion, an increase of $674 million 
(10.8%) over last year’s budget.  Not only is this level of funding unsustainable in future fiscal years, it also 
spends more than the State takes in on an ongoing basis.  The Senate Democrats’ plan spends almost half a 
billion more than the House Republicans’ for FY 2014.  Below is a brief synopsis of each budget bill and 
where the bill is in the process.  As always, feel free to contact me if you have questions or would like 
additional information on any particular bill.   
 
Appropriations Bills 

Administration and Regulations – The Senate refused to concur with the House’s version of the bill, 
sending the bill to conference committee.  The Senate version of the bill spends $966,000 more than the 
House version of the bill.  One of the biggest differences in funding is between how to fund the Public 
Information Board.  The Senate funds the Board at $450,000 and three (3) staff positions and the House 
funds the Board and $100,000 and one (1) staff position. 

Agriculture and Natural Resources –The Senate insisted on their version of the bill, sending the bill to 
conference committee.  The Senate version of the bill spends $28.7 million more than the House version of 
the bill.  One of the biggest differences between the two chambers involves funding for water quality 
initiatives.  The Senate provides $21.5 million for special projects that clean up our waterways and keep soil 
on the land.  The House does not provide this level of funding. 

Economic Development – The Senate refused to concur with the House’s version of the bill, sending the bill 
to conference committee.  The Senate’s version of the bill spends $33.5 million more than the House version.  
The biggest difference between the two versions of the bill involves funding for the High Quality Jobs 
Program.  The Senate funds the program at $19 million out of the General Fund.  The House provides no 
General Fund dollars for the program, funding the program instead from other sources at $15 million. 



Education – The Senate refused to concur with the House’s version of the bill, sending the bill to conference 
committee.  The Senate’s version of the bill spends $69.2 million more than the House version.  One of the 
big differences between the House and the Senate involves funding for new worker training programs.  The 
Senate provides an increase of $23 million for various worker training programs and the House does not. 

Health and Human Services – The Senate passed the bill and sent it over to the House for consideration.  
The Senate version of the bill spends almost $200 million more than the House version.  One of the biggest 
differences involves funding for Medicaid.  The Senate spends $175 million more from the General Fund for 
Medicaid than the House.  That being said, the House does spend $118 million more than the Senate out of 
the Health Care Trust Fund for Medicaid.    

Justice Systems – The Senate refused to concur with the House’s version of the bill, sending the bill to 
conference committee.  The Senate’s version of the bill spends $25.6 million more than the House version of 
the bill.  The biggest difference in funding between the two chambers comes in the area of prisons and 
community-based corrections (CBCs).  The Senate keeps certain correctional facilities open that the House 
closes.  The Senate also adds a significant amount of additional funding to add CBC beds and additional 
staffing at CBC facilities and prisons. 

Judicial – The Senate amended and passed the bill, sending it over to the House for consideration.  Both 
chambers fund the court systems at the same level, $167.7 million.  This is an increase of $5.7 million 
compared to FY 2013.   

Transportation – The Senate concurred with the House’s version of the bill.  The bill is ready to be sent 
down to the governor.  The bill appropriates a total of $352.8 million to the Iowa Department of 
Transportation (DOT) from two sources, the Road Use Tax Fund (RUTF) and the Primary Road Fund (PRF) 
for Fiscal Year 2014.  This is an increase of $2.4 million compared to FY 2013.   

Infrastructure – The Senate amended and passed the bill, sending it back over to the House for 
consideration.  The bill makes appropriations for various infrastructure projects across the State.  Funding for 
these projects comes largely from gambling receipts.  The Senate version of the bill appropriates a total of 
$124 million for various infrastructure projects.  The House version of the bill appropriates a total of $106 
million.  The projects receiving funding and the level of funding for projects vary between the two versions 
of the bill. 

Standing – This bill makes various changes to standing appropriations in current law.  These are 
appropriations that automatically occur if no action is taken by the legislature.  An example of this is the 
Homestead Tax Credit.  Both chambers leave the appropriation in Code as is (the appropriation does not 
appear in the bill), which then provides full funding of the tax credit at $138 million.  The Senate made 
adjustments to various appropriations in Code providing a net increase of $357,000 compared to FY 2013.  
The Senate then passed the bill over to the House for consideration.  While not necessarily in the yearly 
Standing appropriations bill, standing appropriations in Code account for almost half of the State’s $6 billion 
budget.  The largest standing appropriation in Code is state funding for schools.  The Senate spends over 
$130 million more than the House in standing appropriations. 

Federal Block Grant Bill – The House and the Senate both passed this bill and sent it down to the 
Governor.  The bill simply authorizes the receipt and expenditure of federal funds estimated to come into the 
State.  It is estimated the State will receive just over $6 billion in federal funding for FY 2014.  

 

 


